ACADEMIC WRITING

Course Outline:

This course will focus on the development of reading and writing skills which are necessary for comprehending academic material. Every writing input and assignment is preceded by reading texts. The preliminary aim of the reading texts is to generate ideas in students. They also act as a means to highlight and provide practice in the use of some thematic and some freqently used vocabulary items.

For the writing component students are taught the importance of anlysing the essay questions, brainstorming, planning, producing paragraphs that have a clear controlling idea, ensuring smooth transitions both within and from one paragraph to the next, proofreading their work and presenting it in an appropriate format.

Classroom activities include a mixture of individual, pair and small group work, based on variety of material and exercises. Students will also complete pieces of writing in class and at home, which they will be encouraged to self-correct on the basis of comments from both instructor and peers.

Course Aim and Objectives:

By the end of this course students are expected to have improved their use of language structures, vocabulary and discourse markers in writing, gained an appreciation of the process writing approach and its stages, paid specific attention to organization, unity and coherence in writing, improved their reading skills and exercised and developed their critical thinking skills in reading and writing.

Required Prior Knowledge:

Students who take this course should be proficient in both oral and written English.

Assessment:

Students are responsible for handing in three different types of essays (expository, argumentative and reaction / response essay )choosing their topics related to EU issues. (%30 each paper + % 10 Vocab. Test) Assessment criteria will be announced to the students. 

Standard Literature:

Cihan, N., Çavuşoğlu, C., Şahin, V.: Read to Comprehend Write to React II, METU Press ISBN 975-7064-46-7

Supplementary material on vocabulary building, structure, transitional words etc. 

