EUROMASTER

GERMAN COURSE

1st Semester-Fall

REQUIRED LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

The course is based on the assumption that students have studied German for a certain time and have a good foundation in general language skills. The students should have completed a beginning to intermediate course. 

The level in German language should be certified by exams of the Goethe Institut (or equivalent institutions) with: 

· the  “Basic-Level German Exam” (Zertifikat Deutsch als Fremdsprache), which is the equivalent to the Common European Framework of Reference A2 level
· the “Mid-Level German Exam” (Zentrale Mittelstufen-Prüfung), which is the equivalent to the Common European Framework of Reference B2/C1 level
COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course (Fall and Spring Semester) is a two-level multi-skills course. In in the 1st Semester  the target is to switch from (A2) B1 to B2 level. 

The objective of the readings, vocabulary study, activities, and grammar presentations is to increase students’ understanding of the German culture.

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

The course covers the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing, while giving systematic attention to grammar and vocabulary. The aim is to develop both fluency and accuracy in German through a topic-based syllabus, which promotes the development of both linguistic and communication skills (presentation, debating skills). Besides that particular focus is given to the development of academic writing skills. By the end of the course, the students should have done the following:

1. Become sensitive to some of the issues and problems of contemporary life in German-speaking countries.

2. Become more familiar with recent political events in Germany.

3. Increased their active and passive vocabularies.

4. Improved their knowledge of German grammar and increased their ability to use standard, acceptable language in everyday situations.

5. Learned to read modern German short stories and prose found in newspapers, letters, and magazines.

APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

To teach these skills, the course is based on a communicative methodology that centers around:

1. presenting topics that extend students’ oral and grammatical skills

2. providing students with opportunities to carry out communicative tasks in pairs and groups that requires exchange of information and negotiation of meaning

3. developing students’ control of grammar and conversational/academic language through activities that present and model language patterns, and then provide opportunities to practice them in authentic communicative contexts 

4. providing writing activities, where students learn about using topic sentences, identifying main ideas and supporting details, and organizing paragraphs

REFERENCES

· Schritte International (4), 5 and (6) (depending on the staring level of the students), Hueber:  intermediate pupils book and work book 

or

· Ziel B2/1, Hueber: upper intermediate pupils book and work book

· Sage und Schreibe, Übungswortschatz: academic writing

· Various ad hoc articles on European/German political/economical news

COURSE SUBJECTS
· Grammar/Topics according to the chapters in Schritte International (4), 5, (6)/

Ziel B2/2

· Cultural differences and lifestyles

· Environment and global warming

· European Union

· Short stories

